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Preface
The concept of entropy posit that there exists finite amount of energy in the 
universe. This energy cannot be created nor destroyed. This energy may be 
utilized and transformed, though through usage and conversion some of this 
energy is transformed into low level state increasing the total amount of 
irreversibly low level energy.

This entropy interacts with all aspects of life. In erecting the homes, towns, and 
monolithic cities  we have removed matter and energy from one place to bring it to 
another. Along the way part of this energy is lost forever and the material changes 
in a way that can never be reversed.
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Proposal Statement
Project Description: In engaging with the philosophical interpretation of entropy  in 
humanities appropriation and repurposing of earths materials, I created a cement furniture 
piece that acknowledges and embraces the beauty of this entropic decay. By highlighting the 
highly manufactured and structural aspects of cement construction as well as the chaotic 
beauty of the shortened lifespan of reconstructed limestone, I hope to articulate the power that 
can come from a wholistic understanding of the appropriation of materials validating the idea 
that in designing it is possible to succeed by empathizing with the materials you use. 

Questions: How do I articulate a finished form both in decay and in the first moments after 
completion? Does a finished form have to carry a load to fully acknowledge the industrial uses 
of cement? Is there a way to marry sculptural architectural and industrial uses of cement? How 
do I accelerate the deterioration of cement while maintaining authentic cracking and rusting or 
the appearance of it?
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An installation 
comprised of 8,000 
flowers strung from 

the ceiling by copper 
wire and left to dry and 

decay until the 
conclusion of the 

exhibition

The 
Beauty of 

Decay
Rebecca Louise Law

(conceptual reference)



Visual referenceEl Encanto
Maite Irabarren

Three Walls
Amrita Raafat
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Visual reference:

Lecture Centre, Brunel 
University, London, UK, 1968,
Richard Sheppard

GEISEL LIBRARY 1970, SAN 
DIEGO, CA.
WILLIAM PEREIRA.

brutalist architecture
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Types of Concrete 
Deterioration 
The Portland Cement association

In order to mimic the language of decay I first
had to understand how and why cement decays.
Using publications by the Portland Cement
Association I was able learn more on the
chemistry and physics of concrete and cement
decay.
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Sketches 
and
Notes
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Tests

vinegar soaked bar 
regular cement Hydrogen 

peroxide vinegar 
soaked mild steel

Vinegar 
hydrogen 
peroxide 

mixed 
cement

Vinegar 
hydrogen 
peroxide 

mixed 
cement

vinegar 
soaked bar 
regular 
cement

Vinegar 
mixed 
cement



z

First Mockup and Tests
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Process

§ Cement block casted from 
carboard molds reinforced by a
wooden brace. 

§ The blocks were caste with
plain steel bars and chicken 
wire to mimic rebar while 
enabling rusting.

§ LED strips were attached to a 
steel tube to create a light 
source
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Final Documentation
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